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THE WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

Tue Engraving on the preceding page, presents a 
correct view of the handsome, spacious, and com- 
modious building, lately begun, and now almost 
completed, near the north-west corner of Westminster 
Abbey. Before we describe this edifice, a short 
historical sketch of the institution to which it 
belongs, may not be uninteresting to our readers, it 
having been the first in this kingdom established and 
supported by voluntary contributions, 

From the time of the Reformation to the beginning 
of the last century, the only public establishments 
for medical and surgical relief to the poor of London 
were, the royal foundation hospitals of St. Bartholo- 
mew and St. Thomas. It was not till the year 1715 
that a project was set on foot for furnishing them 
with this necessary aid, by means of private sub- 
scriptions. This measure, it should be gratefully 
remembered, was suggested by Mr. Henry Hoare, 
then a banker in Fleet Street, whose descendants 
are still liberal contributors to the Westminster 
Hospital, one of them, Mr. Charles Hoare, having 
the kindness to act as the joint-treasurer of its funds, 
with Mr. Hallett, the Chairman of the present 
Building Committee... Mfr. Hoare’s suggestion was 
made at a meeting at St. Dunstan’s Coffee House, 
on the 14th of January, 1715. A room, as a repo- 
sitory for medicines, was opened in the Bird-Cage 
Walk, St. James's Park, and after increased exertions 
had been made by many active arid benevolent per- 
sons (among whom the names of Mrs. Froud, and 
of Sir John Colbatch, an eminent physician, are par- 
ticularly recorded), a house for the accommodation 
of thirty persons was opened in Petty France, now 
called York Street, Westminster. On this building, 
which was not far from the site of that now about to 
be exchanged for the one represented in our etigraving, 
were inscribed the words, “ Publick Infirmary for 
the Sick and Needy.” At the instigation of the 
celebrated and eccentric Sarah, Duchess of Marlbo- 
rough, who was a liberal subscriber to the charity, a 
petition was addressed in 1721 to King George the 
First, for his royal protection to it, grounded in part 
on an apprehension then entertained, that the plague 
was likely soon to visit his dominions. The Princess 
Royal became a subscriber, and the gradual increase 
of the funds, to about £700 a year, at length enabled 
the governors to open a house in Chapel Street, for 
sixty patients, on the 10th of June, 1724. Two years 
afterwards, the very distinguished anatomist, Che- 
selden, became the Lithotomist to the hospital, an 
oflice which he retaitied for fifteen years, rectiving 
the particular thanks of the governors on his retire- 
ment, which was occasioned by his deelining health: 
His portrait is in the present Boatd-Room, and will, 
of course, be transferred to an honourable situation 
in the new one, with those of other eminent pro- 
fessional men, who have, at different periods, rendered 
the Hospital their gratuitous and valuable services. 

The removal of the establishment to James Street 
took place in 1733, but not till after much controversy 
had ariseh among the governors, many of whom 
preferred the site of Lanesborotgh House, near 
Hyde Park-corner, and accordingly withdrew their 
subscriptions, in order to establish St. George's 
Hospital there. Cheselden and the celebrated Dr. 
Mead adhered to the parent institution, which, though 
it found a formidable rival in its more favoured 
offspring, has continued for a century to dispense its 
benefits to the rapidly increasing population of a 
distressed neighbourhood, in a house containing one 
hundred beds, with accotiimodations also as a 
dispensary for out-patients. Nor has the Royal 
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support been withheld from it. Queen Charlotte 
became its Patroness, and at her death, the title of 
Patron was accepted by His late Majesty, then Prince 
Regent. Soon after the Accession, their present 
Majesties graciously allowed their names to appear 
as Patron and Patroness, accompanying that permis- 
sion with liberal contributions. The Duke of Sussex, 
about ten years ago, became Vice-Patron. 

One of the most memorable instances of the Royal 
Patronage towards this hospital, occurred at the 
commemoration of Handel in Westminster Abbey, 
under the sanction of George the Third. It was the 
original intention of the projectors of those perform- 
ances in 1784, that the profits should be given to the 
Fund for the support of Decayed Musicians. The 
claims of the Westminster Hospital were, however, 
deemed by His Majesty of sufficient importance to 
entitle it to share with the Musical Fund, and accord- 
ingly, it received from the four successive annual 
commemorations, no less a sum than £5500. It 
has, till very recently, been confidently hoped, that 
the arrangement for the intended performances at 
the Abbey in June, would include an equally bene- 
ficial provision for the hospital. In fact, long before 
these performances were projected, a suggestion was 
made for augmenting the hospital building-fund, by 
a series of oratorios, at the same place, and on the 
same grand scale. Unfortunately, the difliculties 
which seemed likely to be opposed to the accomplish- 
ment of the plan, added to the responsibility which 
the funds of the charity would incur, in the possible, 
thotgh improbable event of failure, were suffered to 
weigh down the practical judgment and experience 
of the gentleman by whom the suggestion was offered. 
Should all chance of a participation in the profits of 
the ensuing concerts be finally frustrated, it may still 
be hoped that the liberal feelings of those who may 
attend them will be powerfully excited in favour of 
this institution, by the opportunity they will have of 
viewing the noble structure raised for its benevolent 
purposes, and of alleviating the disappointment which 
has been thus occasioned. 

It only remains to add a brief statement of the 
circumstances which have attended the erection of 
the New Hospital. The present house in James 
Street having become much dilapidated, as well as 
insufficient in size and accommodations, for the 
purposes of relieving the daily-increasing objects of 
the charity, a meeting was held at the Thatched 
House Tavern ii 1819, where a subscription for an 
enlarged building was commenced, under the muni- 
ficent auSpices of the Duke of Northumberland, 
President of the Institution. The fund. thus begun, 
having inereased, in the year 1831, to more than 
19,0007., the governors, after a careful considera- 
tion and examination of other sites which had 
been offered to them, felt themselves justified, in 
entering into a negotiation with His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, for the purchase of the then vacant 
spot of ground near the Abbey, considering its situ- 
ation to combine every local advantage that could 
be desired. This purchase was completed for 6000/., 
paid by the proceeds of a sale of stock, belonging to 
the general finds of the Hospital. The execution of 
the mieasure was then confided to a building-com- 
mittee, who proceeded to examine the designs of 
eight eniineiit architects, and finally selected one, 
. which was offered to them by Messrs. Inwood and 
Son, under whose superintendence, the present struc- 
ture has been built by Mr. Barron. It is in the 
Tudor style, of white Suffolk brick, with stone bat- 
tlemetits and enrichments: the centre is seventy-two 





feet in height; the front extends to about 200 feet, 
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and the total number of windows is 260. There 
are nineteen wards, affording accommodation for 
202 patients, and the number of beds, including 
those for officers, nurses, and servants, will amount 
to about 240. The interior arrangements, and the 
yentilation, are considered to be excellent. 

With an anxious desire to prevent a lavish expen- 
diture on useless decorations, the committee, never- 
theless, found themselves under the necessity of 
sanctioning sueh an architectural elevation, as in 
its style and execution, should not disgrace its neigh- 
bourhood. In so doing, with the most rigid and 
minute attention to economy, they have been unable 
to complete their contracts for a less sum than 
27,500/., which will be augmented to above 30,000/., 
by the interior fittings up and furniture. They have, 
therefore, exceeded, in their expenditure, the amount 
of the building-fund, by a very considerable sum, 
even if Government should be disposed to autho- 
rise the remission of the 6000/., paid to them for 
the site—a measure which, it is conceived, the 
legislature would not deem an unreasonable indul- 
gence to a charity so closely connected with the 
two Houses of Parliament. But it is not alone for 
the purpose of defraying building-expenses, that a 
large augmentation of the funds of the Hospital has 
become necessary. It is obvious that a great increase 
of annual expenditure must be occasioned in the 
support of the establishment, which has more than 
doubled its capabilities of being useful. On both 
these grounds, therefore, it is confidently hoped, that 
an appeal to public benevolence will not be made in 
vain, for ensuring continued and extended prosperity 
to an institution which has already administered relief 
to more than 230,000 patients. 





Tuere is an old story, that when tea was first introduced 
into England, some person, ignorant of its use, boiled it to 
eat as spinach: the fashion, however, never seems to have 
spread, nor do we think that the following manner of 
drinking it, and washing the cup, met with by Captain 
Turner in Bootan, would be much more likely to meet with 
imitators. ‘“ During our visit, the Raja held out upon the 
points of the fingers of his right hand, a small, shallow 
lacquered cup, which was filled with tea. Three cups had 
been set down before us; the Raja directed his servant to 
fill them also; still holding the cup, he repeated, in a low 
and hollow tone of voice, a long invocation; and afterwards, 
dipping the point of his finger three times into the cup, he 
threw as many drops upon the floor, and then began to sip 
his tea. Taking this as a signal we {cllowed the example, 
and partook of the dishes of parched rice, that were served 
up with it. We found this liquor extremely unlike what 
we had heen used to drink, under the same name; it was 
a2 compound of water, flour, butter, salt, and bohea tea, 
with some other astringent ingredients, all boiled, beat up, 
and intimately blended together. I confess the mixture 
was by no means to my taste, and we had hitherto shunned, 
as much as possible, these unpalatable ‘potations, yet we 
now deemed it necessary to submit to some constraint, and 
having at last, with a tolerable grace, swallowed the tea, 
we yet found ourselves very deficient in the conclusion of 
the ceremony. The Raja, with surprising dexterity, turned 
the cup, as he held it fast between his fingers, and in an 
instant passed his tongue over every part of it; so that it 
was sufficiently clean to be wrapped up in a piece of scarlet 
silk, which bore evident marks of its having been, for some 
time, devoted to this service. The native officers, who had 
entered with us, were not permitted to partake of this repast, 
and, but for the honour of it, we would willingly have 
declined so flattering a distinction. 


For the sake of health, medicines are taken by weight 
and measure ; so ought food to be, or by some simiar rule. 
—SKELTON. 


Hz is rich who saves a penny a year; and he poor who 
runs behind a penny in a year.—SKELTON, 
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THE SEA OF TIBERIAS. 


Tars immense lake is almost equal, in the grandeur 
of its appearanee, to that of Geneva. Its eastern 
shores present a sublime scene of mountains, extend- 
ing towards the north and south, and seeming 
to close it m at either extremity; both towards 
Chorazin, where the Jordan enters; and the Aulon 
or Campus Magnus, through which it flows to the 
Dead Sea. The cultivated plains reaching to its 
borders, resembled, by the various hues their different 
produce exhibited, the motley pattern of a vast 
carpet. To the north appeared snowy summits, 
towering, beyond a series of intervening mountains, 
with unspeakable greatness. 

As we rode towards the Sea of Tiberias, the wind 
rendered its surface rough, and called to mind the 
situation of our Saviour’s disciples, when, in one of 
the small vessels which traverse these waters, they 
were tossed in a storm, and saw Jesus, in the 
fourth watch of the night, walking to them upon the 
waves. Often as this subject has been painted, 
combining a number of circumstances adapted for 
the representation of sublimity, no artist has been 
aware of the uncommon grandeur of the scenery, 
memorable on account of the transaction. The lake 
of Gennesareth is surrounded by objects well calcu- 
lated to heighten the solemn impression made by 
such a picture; and, independent of the local feelings 
likely to be excited in its contemplation, affords one 
of the most striking prospects in the Holy Land. It 
is by comparison alone, that any due conception of 
the appearance it presents can be conveyed to the 
minds of those who have not seen it; and, speak- 
ing of it comparatively, it may be described as 
longer and finer than any of our Cumberland and 
Westmoreland lakes, although, perhaps, it yields in 
majesty to the stupendous features of Loch Lomond 
in Scotland. It does not possess the vastness of the 
Lake of Geneva, although it much resembles it in 
particular points of view. The Lake of Locarno in 
Italy, comes nearest to it in point of picturesque 
beauty, although it is destitute of any thing similar 
to the islands, by which that majestic piece of water 
is adorned. It is inferior in magnitude, and, perhaps, 
in the height of its surrounding mountains, to the 
Lake Asphaltites, but its broad and extended surface, 
covering the bottom of a profound valley, environed 
by lofty and precipitous eminences, added to the 
impression of a certain reverential awe, under which 
every Christian pilgrim approaches it, give it a 
character of dignity unparalleled by any similar 
scenery. 

Having reached the end of the plain, a long and 
steep declivity of two miles yet remained, to the 
town of Tiberias, situated upon the borders of the 
lake. We had here a noble view of this place, with 
its castle and fortifications. Groups of Arabs, 
gathering in their harvest upon the backs of camels, 
were seen in the neighbourhood of the town. Beyond 
it appeared, upon the same side of the lake, some 
buildings erected over the warm mineral-baths of 
Emmaus, which are much frequented by the people 
of the country; and still further, the south-eastern 
extremity of the lake. Turning our view towards 
its northern shores, we beheld, through a bold 
declivity, the situation of Capernaum, upon the 
boundaries of the two tribes of Zabulon and Naphtali. 
Along the borders of this lake, may still be seen the 
remains of those ancient tombs, hewn by the earliest 
inhabitants of Galilee, in the rocks which face the 
water. They were deserted in the time of our 
Saviour, and had become the resort of wretched 
men, afflicted by diseases, and = — of 
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society; for, in the account of the cure performed by 
our Saviour upon a maniac in the country of the 
Gadarenes, these tombs are particularly alluded to; 
and their existence to this day, offers strong internal 
evidence of the accuracy of the Evangelist who has 
recorded the transaction. In all the descent towards 
Tiberias, the soil is black, and seems to have resulted 
from the decomposition of rocks which have a 
volcanic appearance. 

Having entered the town, and made as rapid a 
disposition as possible of our baggage, we hastened 


towards the lake; every individual of our party being 
eager to bathe his feverish limbs in its cool and 


consecrated waters. Proceeding towards the shore, 
we were shown a very ancient church, of an oblong 
square form, to which we descended by steps. There 
is reason to believe this the first place of Christian 
worship erected in Tiberias, and that it was con- 
structed as long ago as the fourth century. The 
roof is of stone, and it is vaulted. We could dis- 
cover no inscription, nor any other clue to the history 
of its origin. 

Among the pebbles of the shore were pieces of a 
porous rock, resembling the substance called toad- 
stone in England : its cavities were filled with zeolite. 
Native gold was found here formerly. We noticed 
an appearance of this kind, but, on account of its 
trivial nature, neglected to pay proper attention to 
it, notwithstanding the hints given by more than one 
writer upon this subject. Neither boat, nor vessel of 
any kind, appeared upon the lake. The water was 
as clear as the purest crystal; sweet, cool, and most 
refreshing to the taste. Swimming to a considerable 
distance from the shore, we found it so limpid, that 
we could discern the bottom, covered with shining 
pebbles. Among these stones was a beautiful but 
very diminutive kind of shell, being a non-descript 
species of Buccinum. We zmused ourselves by diving 
for specimens; and the very circumstance of dis- 
cerning stich small objects beneath the surface, may 
prove the high transparency of the water. The river 
Jordan maintains its course through the middle of 
the lake, by which a strong current is caused; and 
when this is opposed by contrary winds, which blow 
here with the force of a hurricane from the south- 
east, sweeping from the mountains into the lake, it 
may be conceived that a boisterous sea is instantly 
raised: this the small vessels of the country are ill 
qualified to resist, meen 


We could obtain no information from the inhabit 
ants concerning the dimensions of their lake; the 
vague method of reckoning according to the time one 
of their boats can sail round or across it, was the 
only measure they could furnish. According to 
Sandys, its length is twelve miles and a half, and 
its breadth six. This is evidently derived from 
Josephus. Of its length we could not form any 
accurate opinion, because its southern extremity, 
winding behind distant mountains, was concealed 
from our view; but we inclined rather to the state- 
ment of Hegesippus, which makes it seventeen miles 
and a half. Josephus speaks of the sweetness of its 
waters, of its pebbly bottom, and, above all, of the 
salubrity of the surrounding atmosphere. He says, 
the water is so cold, that its temperature is not 
affected by its being exposed to the sun during the 
hottest season of the year. A most curious circum- 
stance concerning this lake is mentioned by Hassel- 








quist: “I thought it remarkable,” observes. this 
celebrated naturalist, “ that the same kind of fish 
should here be met with as in the Nile.” This 
explains the observations of certain travellers, who 
speak of the lake as possessing fishes peculiar to 
itself; not being, perhaps, acquainted with the pro- 
duce of the Nile. Josephus considers the Lake of 
Gennesareth as having fishes of a peculiar nature; 
and yet it is very worthy of notice, that in speaking 
of the fountain of Capernaum, his remarks tend to 
confirm the observation made by Hasselquist. “ Some 
consider it,” says he, “ as a vein of the Nile, because 
it brings forth fishes resembling the Curacinus of the 
Alexandrian lake.” 

After reluctantly retiring from the crystal flood, 
we returned to the castle. Here, within the spacious 
and airy apartment prepared for our reception, we 
mutually expressed our hopes of passing at least one 
night free from the attacks of vermin; but, to our 
dismay, the Sheik, being informed of our conver- 
sation, burst into laughter, and said, that, according 
to a saying current in Galilee, “Tue Kine oF THE 
FLEAS HOLDS HIS COURT IN TiBeERtas.” Being 
well aware what we had to expect, we resolved to 
devote as many hours as possible, before day-break, 
to conversation with the people of the country, to 
our supper, and to the business of writing our 
journals. They brought us a plentiful repast, 
consisting of three sorts of fried fishes from the 
lake: one of these, a species of mullet, was, ac- 
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cording to their tradition, the favourite food of Jesus 
Christ. ; 

The next morning we arose as soon as light 
appeared, in order to bathe once more, and take a 
last survey of the town.—Dr. E. D. CLarke. 





How simply and beautifully is the benefit of good society 
depicted in the following apologue. 

“One day as I was in the bath, a friend of mine put into 
my hand a piece of scented clay. I took it, and said to it, 
‘Art thou musk or ambergris, for I am charmed with thy 
perfume ?’ It answered, ‘I was a despicable piece of clay, 
jut I was some time in the company of the rose; the sweet 
quality of my companion was communicated to me, other- 
wise I should be only a bit of clay, as I appear to be, “—— 
Sketches of Persia. 


Amone the institutions in Madrid, called charitable, many 
of which are of a very questionable tendency, calculated, as 
itis said, more to promote, than to check or alleviate vice 
and misery, there is one establishment, which strongly 
recommends itself to our best wishes. It is called Monte- 
de-Piedad. Its object is, to alleviate the necessities of the 
poor, by lending them money upon pledges. These pledges 
are preserved a year, and then, if they remain unclaimed, 
are publicly sold. The loan being liquidated, the balance 
is returned to the borrower, who, though he may have 
saved but little from the wreck, has escaped the usurious 
and greedy clutches of the common pawnbroker.— Year 
in Spain. 


A rrrenp called on Michael Angelo, who was finishing a 
statue; some time afterwards, he called again; the seu!p- 
tor was still at his work: his friend, looking at the figure, 
exclaimed, “ You have been idle since I saw yon last.” 
“By no means,” replied the sculptor, “I have retouched 
this part, and polished that; I have softened this feature, 
and brought out this muscle; I have given more expres- 
sion to this lip, and more energy to this limb.” “ Well, 
well,” said his friend, “ but all these are trifles.” “It 
may be so,” zeplied Angelo,” “ but recollect that trifles make 
perfection, and that perfection is no trifle.".——CoLrTon. 


In the desert which they call Azaoad, there are as yet 
extant two monuments, built of marble ; upon which marble 
is an epitaph engraven, signifying that one of the said 
monuments represented a most rich merchant, and the 
other a carrier or transporter of wares: which wealthful 
merchant bought of the carrier a cup of water for ten 
thousand ducats, and yet this precious water could suffice 
neither of them, for both were consumed of thirst.— 
Hackivuyr. 


“A vine called the bush-rope by the wood-cutters, on 
account of its use in hauling out the heaviest timber, has a 
singular appearance in the forests of Demerara in South 
America. Sometimes you see it nearly as thick as a 
man’s body, twisted like a corkscrew round the tallest 
trees, and rearing its head high above theirtops. At other 
times, three or four of them, like strands in a cable, join 
tee to tree, and branch to branch, together. Others 
descending from on high, take root as soon as their 
extremity touches the ground, and appear like shrouds and 
stays supporting the mainmast of a ship ; while others 
sending out shoots in all directions, remind you of what 
travellers call a matted forest. Oftentimes a tree, above a 
hundred feet high, uprooted by the whirlwind, is stopped in 
its fall by these amazing cables of nature; hence you see 
trees with their trunks inclined very far from the perpen- 
dicular, not only vegetating, but sending forth vigorous 
shoots, their heads remain firmly supported by the bush- 
rope; many of their roots soon refix themselves in the 
earth, and frequently a strong shoot will ‘sprout out per- 
pendicularly from near the root of the reclining trunk, and 
in time become a fine tree WATERTON. 


Arrep all the good instruction that can be given, example 
must go hand in hand with precept. “ 

If children receive solemn injunctions against a vice 
which they see their parents practise, or exhortation to the 
performance of a duty they see them neglect, the precept will 
be more likely to excite ridicule in the youthful mind than 
observance.—Mars. Kina. 
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~ RECOLLECTIONS OF CHILDHOOD. 


Tue productions of the vegetable kingdom are 
among the first objects that forcibly attract the atten- 
tion of young children; becoming to them the source 
of gratifications, which are among the purest of 
which our nature is capable; and of which, even the 
indistinct recollection imparts often a fleeting pleasure 
to the most cheerless moments of after-life. 

Who does not look back with feelings, which he 
would in vain attempt to describe, to the delightful 
rambles which his native fields and meadows afforded 
to his earliest years? Who docs not remember, or at 
least fancy that he remembers, the eager activity 
with which he was used to strip nature's carpet of its 
embroidery, nor ceased to cull the scattered blossoms 
till his infant hands were incapable of retaining the 
accumulated heap? Who, on even sceing the first 
violet of returning spring, much more on inhaling its 
sweetness, or in catching the breeze that has passed 
over the blossom of the bean or of the woodbine, 
does not again enjoy the very delights of his early 
childhood ? 

The pleasure of such recollections is for the 
most part of a moral and intellectual nature ; but the 
pleasure of the original enjoyment appears to be 
principally of a physical character; and is no doubt 
intended to produce, at the moment, a highly bene- 
ficial, though merely physical effect: for while the 
eye of the child is attracted by the unexpected forms 
and colours of the plants and flowers presented to 
his view, and his mind is instigated to gratify the 
eager desire of possessing them, he necessarily 
subjects his limbs to that degree of exercise and 
fatigue, which contributes to the general health of 
his body. Nor let such pleasures be undervalued in 
their consequence: they give that moderate stimulus 
to the whole system, which even the early age of 
infancy requires; and, by shutting out the listless- 
ness that would arise from inactivity, they become 
eventually the source of moral and _ intellectual 
improvement. 

With reference to the primary wants of mankind 
at large, the vegetable kingdom is of the highest 
importance. Let the earth cease to produce its 
accustomed fruits, and every form of animal life 
must be soon annihilated: for all animals either 
derive their nourishment directly from vegetable food, 
or feed on those animals which have themselves fed 
on vegetables. And without the aid of the same 
productions, we should be deprived of various sub- 
stances which are now employed for clothing, and 
fuel, and the construction of our habitations. Innu- 
merable indeed, are the instances, in which the 
adaptation of the vegetable kingdom to the arts and 
conveniences of life is visible. 


[Proresson Kipp’s Bridgewater Treatise, p. 202.] 





WE are born with faculties and powers capable almost ot 
any thing, such at least as would carry us further than can 
easily be imagined; but it*is only the exercise of those 
powers, which gives us ability and skill in any thing, and 
leads us towards perfection Locke. 


To a fond parent, who would not have his child corrected 
for a perverse trick, but excused it, saying, it was a small 
matter, Solon very well replied, “Ay, but custom is a 
great one."——LockKE. 


Wuen you are disposed to be vain of your mental acquire- 
ments, look up to those who are more accomplished than 


yourself, that you may be fired with emulation. But when 
you feel dissatisfied with your circumstances, look down on 
those beneath you, that you may learn contentment.— 
Moore 
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APOLOGUE, BY BISHOP HEBER. 


Tue following anecdote of Bishop Heber, is related by 
Archdeacon Robinson, in his Memoir of the Bishop's last 
days. 

In the month of February, 1826, during the bishop's 
voyage from Caleutta to Madras, on his first and last visit 
to the southern part of his extensive diocese, among the 
passengers on board the Bussorah Merchant, was a lady in 
very weak health, who was going to England with a sickly 
infant of two months old, and leaving her husband in 
Calcutta. The child was suddenly seized with convulsions, 
and after lingering through the day, in the evening 
breathed its last sigh. The bishop spent much time in the 
cabin of the poor bereaved mother, comforting and praying 
with her: and while she was bitterly lamenting her loss, 
instead of checking her expressions of impatience, and 
prescribing to her the duty of submission, he told her the 
following beautiful apologue, as one with which he had 
himself been affected. 

“A shepherd was mourning over the death of his 
favourite child, and in the passionate and rebellious feeling 
of his heart, was bitterly complaining, that what he loved 
most tenderly, and was in itself most lovely, had been 
taken from him. Suddenly a stranger of grave and 
venerable appearance stood before him, and beckoned him 
forth into the field. It was night, and not,a word was 
spoken till they arrived at the fold, when the stranger thus 
addressed him: ‘When you select one of these lambs 
from the flock, you choose the best and most beautiful 
among them: why should you murmur, because I, the 
good Shepherd of the sheep, have selected from those which 
you have nourished for me, the one which was most fitted 
for my eternal fold?’ The mysterious stranger was seen 
no more, and the father’s heart was comforted.” 


How very prone are men of all ages to do evil that good 
may come, to invent or propagate what is not true, with a 
view of securing some desirable end! How much are 
Christians, of every age, in need of being warned against 
attempting to spread or uphold the truth by unhallowed 
means! Pious frauds, though often sanctioned on earth, 
offer a direct insult to the majesty of the God of truth and 
Justice. We may be sure he abominates a falsehood, even 
when the man who has forged it thinks he utters it in the 
service of God; and we may be equally sure, that if we 
cannot compass an end in any department of religion, or 
morality, or civil government, without relinquishing the 
very truth, that circumstance is of itself an intimation, as 
plain as if it were spoken by the tongue of an inspired 
prophet, that the specific object, howgver desirable, is not 
intended by Providence to be brought about by such means 
of ours, and that it is presumption and sin in us to attempt 
it.—Ty.er on Oaths. 


Ler not the blessings we receive daily from God, make us 
not to value, or not praise him, because they be common: 
let not us forget to praise him for the innocent mirth and 
pleasure we have met with since we met together. What 
would a blind man give to see the pleasant rivers, and 
meadows, and flowers, and fountains, that we have met 
with since we met together? I have been told, that if a 
man that was born blind, could obtain to have his sight for 
but only one hour, during his whole life, and should, at the 
first opening of his eyes, fix his sight upon the sun when 
it was in his full glory, either at the rising or setting of it, 
he would be so transported and amazed, and so admire the 
glory of it, that he would not willingly turn his eyes from 
that first ravishing object, to behold all the other various 
beauties this world could present to him. And this, and 
many other like blessings, we enjoy daily ; and for most of 
them, because they be so common, most men forget to pay 
their praises; but let not us, because it is a sacrifice so 
pleasing to him that made the sun, and us, and still pro- 
tects us, aud gives us flowers, and showers, and meat, and 
content.—Izaak WALTON. 


Tue fruits of the earth are consumed and reproduced; 
seeds rise not again with increase, unless they are cor- 
rupted and die: all things are preserved by dissolution, all 


things are renewed by perishing. Shalt thou O man, a 
being of so noble a nature, thyself die merely to perish? 
He, who is Lord of all, can control even annihilation itself. 
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THE accompanying engraving is a representation of the 
fourth compartment of the border of the Wellingtéy 
Shield, in which the subject of illustration is the 
advance of the allied British and Portuguese armies, 
on the 6th of: March, 1811, from the lines of Torres 
Vedras, which had effectually sheltered them against 
all attack since the 10th of October in the preceding 
year. This movement was consequent upon the 
famous retreat of the French Marshal Massena, 
from the position which he had taken up in Portugal, 
Soon after Sir Arthur Wellesley, or as he must 
now be called, Lord Wellington (for he had been 
raised to the peerage after the battle of Talavera), 
had retired from Spain, the English minister, Lord 
Castlereagh, demanded his opinion on the important 
subject of the defence of Portugal; and upon mature 
consideration, he replied, that the French might be 
prevented from obtaining possession of that kingdom, 
if the English force were increased to 30,000 effective 
men, and if a subsidy were granted, so as to render 
the Portuguese military service fully effective. The 
Government at home assented to his views, and he at 
once began to prepare for their execution. He re- 
quired of the Portuguese regency, that they should en- 
force the old laws of the realm, by which all men were 
to be enrolled and bear arms; and that they should 
command the destruction of mills, the removal of 
boats, the breaking down of bridges, the wasting of 
fields, the abandonment of their dwellings on the 
part of the inhabitants, and the withdrawal of their 
property; all this to be carried into effect, on what- 
ever line the invaders should advance. Until it 
could be done, he proposed to place himself at the 
head of the British and Portuguese armies, to keep 
continually fronting the enemy, without hazarding 
a battle, but retreating as they advanced, to draw 
them gradually into the desert country, which he 
had prepared for them, and where, without the 
means of subsistence, they would be menaced bya 
strong army before, and harrassed on their rear and 
flanks, by a whole population converted into soldiers, 
who, closing in upon them, would become more 
numerous and more formidable to them the further 
they moved. But it became necessary to find some 
secure position covering Lisbon, where the British 
might establish themselves, without being liable to 
be reduced by famine, or to lose their communica- 
tions with the irregular troops, who were acting on 
the rear and flanks of the enemy. Such a spot had 
been already marked by the British corhmander. 
The general course of the Tagus from its source 
in the interior of Spain, is towards the west; flowing 
in this direction, it traverses a great part of that 
kingdom, and entering Portugal, approaches to within 
forty miles of the sea-coast, without altering the 
main line of its course. But then it bends round to 
the south, and runs nearly parallel to the coast for 
about eighty miles; when it resumes its original 
direction, and soon falls into the sea. An oblong 
patch of land is thus in a measure cut off from the 
rest of the Peninsula, being washed on three sides 
by the waters of the Tagus or of the sea. The 
upper, or northern portion of this slip, is open, and 
easily approached from the main country ; the lower 
part is filled entirely with lofty mountains, which 
rising one after the other, in nearly parallel ranges, 
present a succession of strong ramparts, admirably 
adapted for a defensive position. 
Within the innermost of these ridges, stands the 


Tue Lines or Torres VeEpRas. 





-——TERTULLIAY, 


city of Lisbon, occupying the eastern of the two 
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southern corners of the slip, and placed just at the 
point where the Tagus makes its second bend, to 
enter the sea. “ Lord Wellington,” says Colonel 
Napier, “‘ conceived the design of turning those vast 
mountains into one stupendous and impregnable 
citadel, wherein to deposit the whole independence 
of the Peninsula.” The works were continued and 
perfected, without exciting the slightest attcation 
during their progress. So secretly and secureiy had 
the English General carried his great schemes into 
execution, that, not until their full benefit was felt, 
did they attract the least notice; they burst as sud- 
denly upon his own army, as upon his enemy’s—each 
was equally surprised. But we must not anticipate. 

We have said, that early in 1809, Napoleon was 
called from the pursuit of Sir John Moore, by the 
rumour of intended hostilities on the part of Austria. 
An open war between the two powers soon followed ; 
Napoleon was victorious, and he had again full 
leisure to turn his attention to the completion of his 
schemes for the subjugation of the Peninsula. 
Fresh troops were poured into Spain, and prepa- 
rations were made for a new invasion of Portugal, 
which was to make “the frightened leopard fly to 
the ocean, to avoid shame, defeat, and death.” But 
Buonaparte had been taught an useful lesson; the 
British had already defeated his finest troops, and 
bafled the utmost skill of two of his renowned 
captains, Junot and Soult. On this third attempt, 
therefore, he resolved to employ an army, far exceed- 
ing in number those engaged on the preceding 
occasions, and to place at the head of it, his favourite 
General, Marshal Massena, whom, in allusion to his 
constant successes, he had been wont to style the 
“spoilt child of victory,” and whom he had lately 
created Prince of Esling, in token of his recent 
services in the Austrian war. 

During the spring of 1810, Massena was occupied 
in assembling his army, and completing his prepa- 
rations. His first effort was directed against the 
fortress of Ciudad Rodrigo, which was regularly 
invested on the 4th of June, and gallantly defended 
by the Spaniards for more than a month. On its 
capture, the French advanced into Portugal, and the 
allies, in conformity with Lord Wellington’s plan, 
drew back. Almeida was besieged, and the British 
general confidently expected that it would hold out, 
and detain the enemy for some time; but an acci- 
dental explosion of the principal powder-magazine 
led to its capitulation on the 27th of August. Mas- 
sena was then free to move forward, and his forces 
were concentrated about the middle of September. 
The whole of the country, from Almeida to Coimbra, 
had been laid waste by Lord Wellington’s orders; 
and as the French advanced, they found a desert. 
But the same attention to his wishes had not been 
shown by the authorities where he had not been 
personally present to enforce them; between Coimbra 
and Lisbon, not a step had been taken towards the 
execution of his designs. To gain time in which 
this might yet be done, he found himself under the 
painful necessity of giving battle to Massena, whom 
he hoped by that means to check for a while. With 
this view he posted the allies along the ridge of 
Busaco; his proud antagonist soon came on, but 
could scarce believe that Lord Wellington really 
meant to fight, and risk (as he fondly thought,) the 
loss of his reputation. “ But if he does,” added the 
exulting marshal, “I have him! To-morrow we 
Shall effect the conquest of Portugal; and in a few 
days I shall drown the leopard!” The boast was 
premature, for the French were completely repulsed 
with severe loss, 


" The allies again résumed their retrograde move- 
ment, retreating as the French advanced. Their 
movements were conducted with perfect ease, and 
without the slightest alarm or confusion. Not a 
straggler had been taken by the French, not a gun 
abandoned, not an article of baggage lost; the in- 
fantry marched in quiet security, without ever being 
seen by the enemy, and the cavalry covered the 
retreat without loss. The troops, to their great sur- 
prise, on the 10th of October, entered the lines of 
Torres Vedras, and found themselves in a position 
which might safely be deemed impregnable. 

These celebrated lines consisted of three distinct 
ranges of defence, which presented three strong 
ramparts in succession, The outermost extended in 
length, twenty-nine miles across the tongue of land 
already mentioned, as lying between the Tagus and 
the sea; its average distance from Lisbon, was about 
thirty-five miles. From six to ten miles in the 
rear of this line, and nearly parallel to it, arose a 
second fortified position, stretching similarly across 
the above tongue of land, from Quintella on the 
Tagus to the mouth of the S. Lorenzo, and twenty-four 
miles long. And lest, contrary to all probabilities, 
both of these ranges of defence should be found 
untenable, a third was established at the mouth of 
the Tagus, which was designed to protect a forced 
embarkation, and which consisted of a strong outer 
line, enclosing an intrenched camp, within which 
arose the high ramparts of Fort St. Julian,—them- 
selves alone sufficiently strong, to enable a rear- 
guard to protect itself and an embarking army. 

The second of these lines was originally regarded as 
the principal in strength and importance, the first 
being designed, merely to receive the shock of the 
enemy's violence, and the third, as a place of final 
refuge, in the case of the others being forced. 

It would be irrelevant to our purpose, to enter into 
a military detail of these celebrated works, and of the 
various modes in which the skill of the engineer had 
been employed, to‘improve their natural strength, and 
supply their deficienices; a general statement will 
suffice. The country to be secured exceeded 500 
square miles, and the magnitude of the operations 
necessary for that purpose, may easily be conceived. 
All roads leading over the mountains, and which 
could have afforded any advantage to the enemy, 
were blocked up and rendered useless; the sides of 
hills naturally steep, were artificially scarped, or cut 
nearly perpendicular ; around their bases were formed 
ravines, deep, and in many parts impracticable. 
Where the ground was accessible, it was inundated ; 
intrenchments were thrown up on all favourable 
spots; all projecting posts were secured, and forts 
which flanked and commanded the few points that 
could be approached, were erected, and furnished in 
plenty with stores and ammunition, so as to be 
capable of resisting, even if the enemy should 
establish themselves in their rear. And that the 
allies might not be exposed to injury for want of a 
rapid and safe connexion between themselves, com- 
munications were cut by the engineers, to all im- 
portant parts of the lines, and a system of signals 
was established, by which orders could be transmitted 
from the centre to the extremities in a few minutes. 
Such was the stupendous fortress which the genius 
of the British general had raised up for the protection 
of his army, and the defence of Portugal. 

The bitter disappointment which the French 
Marshal experienced, when he found his advance 
suddenly stopped by an obstacle, the existence of 
which had only become known to him five days 
| before he came upon it, was in no wise abated, when, 
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upon a careful examination, he felt convinced, that it 
was utterly insurmountable to him, at least, with the 
force he then had. Yet he placed his troops in 
bivouac before it, and erecting a redoubt opposite to 
a British one, determined to attack that part of his 
enemy's position, But not only were his troops 
repulsed; their own redoubt was attacked in turn, 
carried and maintained. Upon this he contented 
himself with sending to Buonaparte for reinforce- 
* ments, and about the middle of November, with- 
drawing from before the lines, took up a strong 
bosition at Santarem. Lord Wellington followed to 
watch him, but kept himself in readiness to fall 
back upon the lines at a moment's warning. In 
this position each party spent the winter. The allies 
were secure from attack, and with the sea open 
behind them, obtained copious supplies of provisions 
and stores. 

But Massena was constantly harassed by the armed 
peasantry which his active opponent had brought 
into play; his losses were severe, and although, 
through the negligence of the authorities in executing 
Lord Wellington's orders, he had been able to secure 
plentiful means of subsistence, yet these at last 
began to fail, and were wholly exhausted by the end 
of February, 1811. Soon afterwards, he learned 
that English reinforcements had landed on the 2nd 
of March at Lisbon; and on the 6th of that month, 
he abandoned Santarem and began his celebrated 
retreat towards Spain, in the conduct of which, 
while he displayed, most conspicuously, his great 
talents and military skill, he was guilty of the most 
wanton and systematic cruelty, or, in the words of 
Lord Wellington, of a “barbarity seldom equalled, 
and never surpassed.” The very places in which 
they had been residing for four months, and in 
which the inhabitants had been induced by promises 
to remain, were plundered and partially destroyed 
by the French, on the night they departed; and as 
they retired, every town and village through which 
they passed was burnt, by Massena’s directions. The 
church and convent at Alcobaca, “the value of 








which,” says Mr. Southey, “ may be expressed to an 
English reader, by saying, that they were to the 
Portuguese, what Westminster Abbey and the Bodleian 
are to the history and literature of England,” were 
burnt by orders from the French head-quarters. 
Batalha,—“ a structure equally sacred, and more 
beautiful,” which excelled every other Gothic building 
in Europe, and became the admiration of all who 
beheld it, was defaced with unrelenting barbarism. 
The royal tombs were broken open; the body ot 
Joam the First, the royal founder of the venerable 
edifice, which his grateful piety had erected upon 
the scene of his triumph—even the body of this 
renowned monarch could not escape pollution; the 
head was kicked about as a foot-ball, and the trunk 
was placed in the pulpit, being fixed in the attitude 
of one preaching. 

The conduct of the retreating army will, indeed, 
long be remembered and abhorred; and it must 
always remain as a lasting monument of the horrible 
character of that government and its system, which 
could thus degrade and barbarize men who naturally 
“ were inclined to be, and would have been good and 
useful members of society, if the service in which 
they were compulsorily engaged, had not made them 
children of perdition.” ‘“ No equitable reader,” adds 
Mr. Southey, “ will suppose that any national 
reproach is intended in thus dwelling upon the 
crimes which were committed throughout the Penin- 
sula, by the French and their allies: Englishmen, 
under like circumstances, would have been equally 
depraved: the reproach is not upon a brave and 
noble nation; it rests upon those alone on whom 
the guilt abides; and as we tender the welfare and 
improvement of the human race, let us hope that it 
may be perpetual !’’ * 
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